
SLACKERS OFFER"
UNIQUE EXCUSES

They Find Many Fantastic Rea¬
sons for Trying to Avoid

Militar/ Service.

TRIBUNALS HEARING PLEAS

Indications Are That Married
Men Soon Will Be Called

to Colors.

I'/ONOOV. March 1S..Military ser¬

vice tribunals, consisting of anywhere
from acvn to twenty members. arc
sitting throuphout Kngland hearing
applications* for exemption from men

eligible at the front. Many complaints
have begun to go up over the leniency
shown by the. tribunals to singlo men,
who have offered rather fantastic rea¬
sons for evading service in the army.
Complete exemption has been granted
In comparatively few cases, but post¬
ponements have been most frequent,
and * the tribunals now are being
warned that every single man excused
means the earlier calling out of the
croups of married men attested under
the Derby plan.
There is every indication that li will

not be long after April 1 next when
the first of the married men will be
called to the colors. Thus far the mar¬
ried men In the army h'ave gone only
through voluntary enlistment. The
compulsory service act does nor apply
to them as vet. hut thousands have at¬
tested their readiness to serve when
the supply of silicic men Is exhausted.
Many single men, with mothers or

Msters dependent upon them, are mak¬
ing the i-l;«ijii that their domestic duties
ar<* just a* sacred and Just as deserv¬
ing of the nation's ronsiderat ion as
those of the married men. They make
the further plea that th<ir family ob-
licatlons were imposed on them
through no net of their own, whereas
the married man assumed liability for
others through voluntary choice.

"If T am to be called away from the
support of my widowed mother and
three dependent sinter*." said one
younc clerk. "I will be followed by the
thouKht that they must eventually go
to the workhouse, and T am sure that
tinder the circumstances 1 would not
make a very pood soldier for the King."
The tribunal thought otherwise.

IM.KAS OKTKX M\MK
in KMPMlVKIt HIMSHl.F

Kxcrnpt ionM are sought upon the
theory that the applicant is "indis¬
pensable" to the conduct of the busi¬
ness it; which Ik is encaged. Often
tin picas are made by the employer,
who himself i«- beyond military age.
"This clerk manages my entire husi-

nc-s. a nil is absolutely indispensable,"
-aid one employer to the tribunal at
t .ew isbam.
"And what iio you pay him'.'" asked

.'je chairman.
"Seventeen shillings. six punc»: a

v eek."
The tribunal held that "absolute in-

dtspcnsability" wa> worthy of higher
onsidcration than J1 a week, and the

clerk was swept Into the army.
t»ne employer appealed for the exemp¬

tion of an "artistic sign painter."
"In such a time of stress as this, I

think the country can get along with
inartistic signs," ruled the chairman.

At Liverpool an undertaker claimed
he was truly indispensable. The
tribunal told him to "ft. I. P." for six
months After that lit; must Join the
army, where there Is much work to
l.e done by those skilled in the burial
of the d^ad
The Lord Mayor of London, an en¬

thusiastic worker for recruits, applied
to the London tribunal for the exemp¬
tion of a footman employed at the
Mansion House. The. application said
it was in the national interest that
Mansion House arrangements for re¬
cruiting the public work generally
should not be disturbed. Sir T. Yezey
Strong, the < hairman. thought a post¬
ponement of o$e month sufficient to
allow the Lord Mayor to make other
nrrancremcnts.
A willow of l'tns« olitiiineil a three

months' respite for her eligible son on
the ground that lie- was Indispensable
to the conduct of her small laundry.
"He calls for and distributes the

laundry,'' said she. "and does more
ironing* than any two women."
The tribunals face, their greatest dif¬

ficulty in dealing with the agricultural
districts. Some farmers have gone to
the extent of threatening to abandon
their farms entirely If not allowed suf¬
ficient help. The tribunals now have
adopted the policy of allowing three
men to each 100 acres of farmland. In
the meantime, hundreds of thousands
of women are being recruited for
farm work.
One young man unsuccessfully

.luoted from a speech of the Prime

.Minister, Mr. Asquith. In the House of

. 'ommons, in seeking exemption on the
ground that he was the solo support
of :> widowed mother, lie quoted Mr.
Asquith to the effect that the taking'
away of the solo support of a widow
would bo "monstrous." The applica¬
tion was refused when it was shown
there were other relatives with whom
the mother might live.
Another young man told the tribunal

it was condemning? his mother to death
in sending him to tho war.

"Tf 1 were alone in the world. 1
should have gone long ago," he added.
It appeared, however. thf> financial
condition of the family was sullleient.
A thoatrieal manager was granted

three months' grace when ho explained
that if there were no amusements "the
people would have nowhere to go."
A cartoonist thought himself indis¬

pensable because his drawings amused
the soldiers at tho front; "tho cham¬
pion clog dancer of the world" thought
his supremacy In that art should not
be endangered; "the best violin maker
in Ungland" felt he was needed at
home; a popular "nut" of the music
halls felt that London's Indispensable
revues would be failures without him;
a buyer of silks, an "expert sausage
cutter," a warehouse "Samson" with
remarkable lifting ability, a I.iblc
packer, all made pleas, but obtained
exemptions for brief periods only.

GERMAN FASHIONS IN FRANCE
OBIt'cr \\ rites llutr In C'rrtnln Srrllon

«n M rNirrii Front I'nllrrnn
Are Wi(lrl)' l opli'tl. ;

(.Special Cable to The Times-Dispatch. I
Ul^liiilX, starch IS..A German of¬

ficer writcH from the western front:
"My company lias l>een holding- a

certain town in Kastern France for
more than a year, ami we get along
pretty well with the inhabitants. 1
have my quarters in the house of the
Mayor, a wealthy brewer ami land¬
owner. In my capacity as commander
of the town I have to ace tin- Mayor
almost daily on business. ami his
family, which consists of his wife, two
charming daughters, a daughtcr-in-
law and two female relatives, sotne-
times Invite me to tea.
"As 1 speak French fluently, I won

the esteem and confidence of ihe ladies.
They took charrge of my limited
xvardroiie and iuoihIcJ my shirt?, under¬
clothing and socks. To show myself
grateful, 1 procured a few French
bookH from Germany for them. After
a while f found out they were sadly
missing the fashion journals which
they had received regularly before the
wa r. »

"As r was not able to get French
papers of this kind, I wrote home fur
a number of copies of German ladies'
magazine:'. When the journals ar¬
rived, my horHc^suM ran through them
excitedly, but they found everything
'horrid.' Two or three weeks later the
wife and the daughters of the Mayor
asked rne for a passport to the nearest
large city behind our front. They ex¬
plained that, they had dccidcd to have
a. few costumes made aft^r the German
patterns furnished by me, as some of
them really were 'not so bad." The
dresses arrived In a short time, and
then tny magazines went from house
to house, with the result, that to-day
quite a number of French ladies are
wearing the fashions of the 'German
barbarians.' "

GLORIES IN HIS SUCCESS
Com nmntler of the Muriu Describe.*

FrelltiKs lien lie Had Klghtren
n rl < In h t.'fiplnlns lleforr Him,

UKRIilN'. March IS fvia wireless)
An item given out by the Overseas
News Agency says:

"< ourit Dolina Schlodien, in command
of the German commerce raider Moewe
during its pursuit of nritish vessels
in the Atlantic, and who brought the
Moewe safely into port, duritig a stay
in lus castle, at Millmitz. Silesia, de¬
clared in a speech:

"I wish you could fed what I have
experienced. Perhaps it was the great¬
est thing a man can experience. I have
seen what Germans arc capable of i'o-
Ing. You can imagine my feelings
when on one day 7 hud before me eigh¬
teen P.iitihh captains, and told them,
'The&e are the practices of the tier-
man fleet. \\ lien we had sent away
Lieutenant Herg with the Appam, and
also tin* st< amer W'estbuni, the time
had come for us to go home."
Count Dohna also described his re¬

ception by Kmpcror William at the
latters headquarters, and, in closing,
said "I only flio my duty."

TO EXPLOIT MINING INDUSTRY
American Financier* Will Develop

I miIiI-Hearing Proper! Irs of the
Hand, South A frlen.

I.OX DON". March l.S..A group of
American financiers, headed by Adolph
Lewisohn & Sons, has arranged with
l.omlon capitalists to develop extensive
gold-bearing properties of the far
eastern Hand. South Aft lea. The pro¬
ject involves the expenditure of sev¬
eral htillion pounds. This is the first
time that American capital has been
sought for the exploitation of the
Rand mining industry. On account of
the war. It was impossible to raise suf¬
ficient funds from English sources.
The new American capital supplants

tiiat of German banks and financiers
who prior to the war played an im¬
portant part i:i the region.

MANY ASK FOR PARDONS
I'rewldent SrniN to Uepnrtinenl of .lun-

tice l-'ortleili Applfcntlon Drt'ldrtl
During M'ffk.

WASIIIXCTOX. .March IS..A rluhisa
of applications for pardons, unequaled
ist many years, has been pouring into
tlio Department of Justice within tho
past few months. 'J'he high-water
mark was reached yesterday, when
President Wilson sent to the depart¬
ment. the fortieth application he has
decided this week. It was denied, an
were twenty-eight others. Kleven were
approved.

In President Roosevelt's second term
SOo applications were filed, an average
of 201 a year. President Taft con¬
sidered 1.1R4 applications. In the three
years of President Wilson's term he
has considered nearly 1,00c. Last
month the number of applications re¬

ceived was more than tlve times as
many as five months ago. In »wo-
thirds of the cases considered by Presi¬
dent Wilson clemency has l<een shown.
President Taft pardoned or commuted
the sentences of "ft per cent of those
who asked for clemency, and President
Uoosevelt about CO p<-r cent.

HELD AS SPY IN FRANCE
tierinnii (Jovrrncufi Tried tir 4'oiirt-

Mnrtlfil nnd Sentenced to l.'fe
I mprlftoiinicut.

I5KRNH, March 1S.-~According t<> a

report which reached the. Rund. Miss
Hedwig Obermeyer. a governess com
Ulm, in Wurttemberg, lias he<£>i im¬
prisoned for life as a spy in 1-*3 nee.
The young woman was in the service
of a French family at l.yons when
the war broke out. With a number of
other Germans, she was arrested and
sent to a concentration camp, hut the
authorities a few weeks later released
her and sent her to Geneva, from
where she went lo> her native city.

Shortly afterwards she. accepted a
position in Switzerland, and about six-
months ago she disappeared. According
to the ctory published by tho Rund,
she returned to France, where she is
said to have been arrested for espion¬
age, tried by a court-martial nnd sen¬
tenced to life imprisonment.

With Rod of Iron He Had Kept
Autocratic Pcace for Sev¬

eral Generations.

FIVE YEARS OF BLOODY STRIFE

Suffering, Bloodshed and Robbery
Prevailing Conditions in Many

Sections of Republic.
i Special <o The. Times- Dispatch. I

WASHIMi'ni.V, March lS.-Porflrio
Diaz resigned the presidency of Mexi¬
co May 1011, after ruling Mexico
with a. rod of iron and kee.piug
autocratic pcace for several genera-

I tious. Since then there has been
jnought hut turmoil. suffering. blood¬
shed, robbery and debauchery in many

J of the fairest sjections of the republic.
! Only those who have followed the
..situation closely can name nil tho
revolutions and counter-revolutions,
flt.f chiefs and picat bandit leaders
who have arisen, fought, and fallen in
these bloody five years.

] The disorders had started shortly he-
fore Diaz fell, in November, 1910. when

j the well-meaning Francisco I. Madero.
after, as he thought, belt;? cheated out

j of the presidential election, raised th">
I standard of revolt in the north.

JJo entered the capital a conqueror
[on June S, 1011, and replaced Fran-
cisco Loon de la Ilarra. who had au¬
tomatically become President when
j Diaz resigned. Dc la ISarra had been
{Minister of Foreign Affairs
j I)I:iz'h peace had also been endan¬
gered by the bond* fry of the Zapata
brothers. Kmiiiatto and Kufeir.io. lead-I

i m of tin- p»- *11: <i( luiiii'r Mori'-
lor. southwest of the capital.

i The /.apatas cheered for Madero, af-
forward they fought him. they fought
indeed with all the controllers of the
capital, exept f.»r a short period of
alliance with Villa.
When Madero was inaugurated

President on November 1M1. he be¬
lieved an era of peace and prosperity
was dawning. P.ut troubles multiplied
instead of diminishing.
On January 31. 11*12. a new revolt;

of importance began with a battle in;
Ciudad Juarez, opposite K1 Paso, and a
.considerable number were killed on
both sides. The next day Em'.lio Go¬
mez, who had rebelled against Madero,
was proclaimed Provisional Governor,
On February President Taft sent four
battalions of United States regulars to
the llio Grande to protect the border,
Madero trjed to compromise with the
rebels and offered Pascual Orozco the
governorship of Chihuahua. Orozco de-

j clined and on February 7 went over to
the rebels.
The lighting in the north against

Orozco and in the south against the
Zapatistas continued throughout the
sum mer.

i»i.\z sntm:\i)i:iis
AT POINT OF PISTOL

On Coluber 13. 1912, Felix Diaz, a
neplu-w of the deposed President, put
himself at the head of .1 few hundred
men and seized Veru Cruz, the chief
seaport of Mexico. His revolution was
of short duration, f.>r. on Octohei "3,
.Madero's forces entered Vera Cruz,
waving- white (lug's and crying "Viva
Felix Diaz!" Then when Diaz was
greeting the officers of the newconi-
ers they pointed their pistols ;it his
head and he had to surrender.
Diaz was taken to Mexico City and

put in jail there, and at first Madero
declared that he would be put to death,
together with tJenfcral LSernardo lieves,
who had tried to stal l another revo¬

lution in the riortli and had been .:ap-
turod. Many petitions were mad" to
Madei o to spare the lives of those two
men, and he listened to the pleas and
postponed action. In the meantime
the secret agents of Diaz and ltejes
were working against Madero in the
army, and early on the morning of
February 1013. the First Cavalry
and part of the mounted police and
other soldiers liberated Diaz from
IJelent prison, while cadets from the
military school, at Tlalpam. a suburb
of Mexico City, liberated Ceneral Reyes
from the penitentiary.

Keyos ;ind Diaz, with their liberators,
went to the National Palace, and at¬
tempted to take possession of it. but
wore repulsed by the Twenty-ninth In¬
fantry, which formed the palace guard.
There was a sharp ftglu. tJeiioral lleycs
was killed at its beginning, and ma-
chine guns were turned loose on the
roof of the palace, sweeping the crowd¬
ed Zocalo, or main plaza, and the
Aveni<la de San Francisco, which was
thronged with people going to church.
Diaz and his men were, driven off af-
tcr many of the cavalrymen bad been
killed and on Hits plaza tilt* non-com¬
batants were killed, according to the
oflicial records of the police.

Diaz and his men stormed the Clu-
dadela, or arsenal, about a mile from
the National Pal. md took it after
a fight lasting half an hour. There
they found huge stores of arms and
ammunition and prepared for a siege.
All day Sunday and Monday they re¬
mained quietly in the Ciudadcla, while
Madero was gathering his forces to
joust, then. The. battle began in the
city on the morning of February II
and continued until February IS, with
a- daily cannonading and machine-gun
land rille tiring between the Ciudadcla
and the palace and many other places

| where the Federals had planted bat¬
teries. In the "Deeena Trngica," as
the time of the battle is called in
'Mexico, mote than -l.OOO poisons. most¬

ly non-combatants, were killed and
about IS,«>00 wounded.

1111 kiit.\ \i> ni.w.
OX OVIOItTllltOW OF )IAI)KIIO

February IS General Victorian©
llucrta, who had boen commanding the
Madero forces, met Felix Diax at the
Anmrican emb.uttv by rcrine.sl of the

| American ambassador, Henry Lane
Wilson ml 'hoy -.rn^ t» an agree-
ment for the overthrow of Madero as
the only means to stop the fighting

irinntimioH nn Ttilrrf I'aw.l

Canadian Troops and Leaders in French Uprising

Those pictures sliow three prominent lenders of the movement to prevent the subordination of French toKnglish in the public bilingual schools of Canndn. Above is < 'ardinal Hecin, a powerful cleric, of Quebec;below, to the left, Henri Hourassa, the strongest fighter for l'ronch rights; right, Armnnii l.avergne, another ableFrench Canadian. Above is a picture of Canadian troops training in the snow. The language agitation is inter¬fering with recruiting.

SUFFERING OF UIM
ISMS IS Ttllt

Thc.v Arc Imprisoned in Siberian
Camps. and Undergo I-'rijjht-

f 111 Deprivations.

ALL AUK HUNGRY A\l) COLD

Allowance for Uood Is Not Sulliolent,
an<l Many Have Died of Starva¬
tion.Complaints to Officers Worse
Thau Useless.

(Special Cable to The- Times-Dispatch.]
PF.TRCORA 1 >, March IS..The Tomsk

correspondent of the Liberal Russian
pap'-r Don sends a Ions account of the
sufferings of the cJaiiciuu hostages
»lio were deported to Siberia by the
Russian military authorities in the
early stages of the war.
The hostages, mostly tjalician Jews,

were sent to the districts of N'arymsk,
Kclpashew.sk and Moltshanovsk of the
Province of Tomsk. They arc herded
together in the villages of Xarym,
l'atadell, Kelpashevo and Moltshanovo.
Only a few of theni are military pris¬
oners. Of the ?.000 unfortunates who
are imprisoned in the four villages,
per cent never wore a uniform in their
lives. They simply were dragged away
to the Icy Siberian wilderness to ter¬
rify their coreligionists and to punish
them for alleged espionage.
Their suU'crings are shared by about

."00 Russian "political criminals." labor
leaders, students and scientists, who
are accused of revolutionary agita¬
tion.
When the hostages arrived in the

Province of Tomsk there were no
quarters ready for them, and they had
to camp in tents in a temperature of
30 degrees below zero. Later miserable
barracks was erected. These so-called
houses are devoid of every comfort
and sanitary improvement, hut the
prisoners now at least have a roof
over their heads.
irosT.\(;i:s covmxt ai.i.y

0\ VKItOK OK STAItt ATill.V
All of the deported hostages are con¬

tinually on the verge of starvation.
They have to bu\ their own food, and
for this purpose they only receive

per month each from the Itusshm
government. Their allowance is paid
to them very irregularly. Most of the
prisoners are in rags or wear queer
garments made of old bags. Last fall
they sent a petition to the Minister
of the Interior asking for clothing ant}
a higher allowance, but they never re¬
ceived an answer. Money sent to them
by their relatives at home never
reaches tlietn.

I'.y the local policemen or "stra-di-
nil.i." the prisoners arc treated with
tho utmost brutality. *f tlu\\ dare to
protest thev are assaulter! and often
whipped. To utter complaints ..« »»*. i
fe« tl> useless, because the "pr'stow,"
or chief of police, always answers:
"The strashniki are ignorant fel¬

lows who do not ltnovv any better. You
must not t:i" e their rude behavior so
ha rd."
"The hostages have sent manv tele-

srtnnis and letters to the Duma" the
correspondent of the "Don" says In his
tnueh censored report.
'Parliament does not seem to bo able

to do anything for them, though. A*
the food pi Ices have gone tip .j0 per
cent, in the last eight, month4. the un¬
fortunates cannot live on their J1.:io
a month, and many of them have ac¬
tually died from starvation.

That Is Time Which Strikes Terror
to Heart of Soldier About

t«» Charge.
I'lItST W.WK AIAVAYS 1 MM).MIC I >

Military Kvperts Regard Men in
I'cont Hank During Attack as Cer¬
tain to Me Ivi Iled.Work of Trench
Knife.

[fc-'pceial ('alile to The Times-Dispatch J
IRAKIS, March iv During a talk I

had wit!) a very young volunteer, who.
after having rccovereil frum wounds
received in the great t'ltatiipague of¬
fensive in September had again
spent several months at tin- front, 1
asked him what Ins considered hist most
unpleasant memory. Without a mo¬
ment's hesitation, lie replied:
"The most unpleasant moment our

there ts the one iti which you are just
crawling out of your tteneh to attack
the enemy. Your feeling then resem¬
bles the one which comes to yon when
you iui> ahout to dive from a very
high place into water which you know
is cold and shallow
"An offensive is somewhat like a

succession of waves breaking against
a granite Jetty. The first wave is
nearly always broken up entirely. The
only chance you have is t«. he.
wounded the very moment you leave
your trench, so that >on maj crawl
hack again unaided."
Man> officers have assured me that

in military circle# the men who form
the front rank dutinc an attack or

counterattack are looked upon as

doomed.
They are eithei killed by a hail of

bullets from the machine guns, and
victory goes to tie men of the second,
third or fourth wave, or, if the attack
fails, they are butchered by the enemy
in the hostile territory, who does not
want to he hampered in his counter¬
attack.

I have never heard any Vreneli sol-
ilier directlv accuse the i jcruiaiiH of
killing- the wounded, hul neither have
1 heard any one express iudignat ion at
what i.v technically termed "clean out
a trench."

Tliey all seem to look upon it. as an
absolute military necessity llanii
grenades and knives are used for this
purpose, the bayonet hardly ever. I
have often heard soldiers, home on

furlough, and especially soldiers from
the south, the home of the famous
"Tarlarin of Tarascon." boast of their
.smart work with "llosalie" (the French
soldier's pet name for his bayonet).

Cut a military surgeon who has
treated nearly l."(»r> wounded, tells me
that of all these, only two were suf¬
fering from bayonet wounds. f>ne of
these had been wounded b* his own

bn> onet while jumping into a trench,
ami the other had been asleep on his
post .and had been surprised b> a tier-
man, who had run his bayonet, into
li ilit.
The trench knife, however, is often

used with great effect.

NEW HOSPITAL AT CALCUTTA
Corner-Stone of Institution fur Study

of Troplen 1 l)l»eiixeH Is
l.alil.

CALCUTTA, March IS..The corner¬
stone has just been laid here of a new
hospital for tropical diseases, the first
institution of its kind to be estab¬
lished in the tropical portion of the
Hrltlsh empire

mm OF CHAMBERLAIN
SEEM TO BE VINDICATED

If Late British Statesman Were Alive
To-Day Hp Would Rejoice Over

Triumph of Principles.
III.OW IS DEALT TO FREE TRADE

(¦crmuiiy Admits That if England
Carries Out Plan Now' Contem¬
plated. If Will Work Staggering
Hardship on That Country.

(.Special falilo to The Times-Dispatch.]
r,O.VDON'. March IS. If the late Jo-'

sepli Chamberlain were alive to-day, he
would rejoice at the many signs of a

coming revival of his tariff policy, par-
ttcularly those ofilcial indications in
the report by the commisfiion on com-

mercial intelligence appointed by the
Hoard of Trade.
The task given to the commission

was to investigate and discuss pre¬
cautions which ought to he taken in
order to promote the development of
certain branches of Hritish industry;
after the war.

The report is. from beginning to end,
a most complete vindication of the prin¬
ciples for which i ho late statesman
fought eloquently and persistently
until stricken down by sickness

In Germany it is admitted that ifj
the measures advocated are carried out,
it will he a staggering blow to that
count ry.
The measures recommended are. how¬

ever, almost identical with Germany's
own plan of a great central Kuropean
custom union.

The. free-trade advocates, whoso chief
I.ondou mouthpiece is the I>aily News,
already see their idol in danger.
Commenting on the commission's re-|

port, the Daily News siiys:
"We hope and believe that this war|

will i>e fought to a finish on tito battle
tiel.l, not in the market. If we fail
in this object, ii is possible that the]
commercial war may succeed the war]
of armies, ami measures will have to
he taken I" insure success in this, too.i
Hut until the need arises it is some-I
tiling wotse than useless to discuss
I hem."
Many prominent champions «>f the

polic> ot free trade in ICnglami have
during the war become convinced that!
if 'Ileal liritatn is to enter into fresh]
competition for the markets of ihe
w (o ld after the war with a thoroughly
organized liermany, which is even now;
perfecting plans for a powerful custom!
coalition directed against the entente;
powers, this country must drop free
trade anil prepare to fight the German,
coalition with its own weapons.

KILLED IN AIR BATTLE
4 omit .Inclines llrcn/e*. M Hilar* Aviu-

tor. Cutis lleml Inside tier-
man I.lues. j

I'AUIS, March IS. -Count Jacques!
Pecnxes. militiiry aviiitnr, and brother!
of Puke Decaz.es. has been killed in
an air battle. He had Just succeeded
in bringing down a Herman aeroplane
after a long duel when his own ma-
chine was struck bv an Intlammnble
dart tired by another Herman aero-
plane. The count's machine burst, into
flames and foil inside the Herman
lines.

Civil Struggle Threatens Be
twecn French and English-

Speaking Peoples.

FEELING AT HIGH PITCH

Already There Have Been Seri¬
ous Riots and Refusals to

Pay Taxes.

fSpe.ial to The Times Dispatch I
OTTAWA. ON"!'.. March IS..Wliilo

maklns? the greatest effort of her his¬
tory irt the great European war, Can¬
ada is to-day threatened with a second
ominous danger, a civil struggle be
tween the 2.000,000 Frpn^h-spealciti"
inhabitants and the fi.oon.ooo Englisl
speaking person* within iter houi
da ries.
Already there are. serious riots, i-

fusals to pay taxes, bitter debates i

Parliament, steps to form a "war fun<i
a well-organized movement to preve:
recruiting for Canada's army abro. .!
ami threats of "secession."
The fight centers over the famous

"Regulation IT." and the principle
stake is the right of the French tonjEiu-
riot only to he taught in all publi--
schools of th<» Province of Ontario, but
to have equal prominence in the our
riculum with English.
The Province of Quebec is ovei

whelmingly French. Of the 2,OOO.CO«
French-speaking Canadians, 75 per cent
live there. Adjoining Quebec is ihe
most southerly and the most importan'
province in Canada, Ontario, which
has 200.000 French-speaking inhahi-
tants out of a population of ^.^30?,0o.'.
most of, them in the city of Ottawa,
capital of the Dominion.
fhkxcii iiiniiT.s nATn hack

TO TIU1ATV OK FAR I.-:
The French Canadians" rights date

hack to the treaty of Paris, by
which Franco recognized England's
sovereignty In Canada, and the l*ren<h
Canadians were explicitly allowed to
retain their language, customs and r<
ligion. To-day a member in the Ca¬
nadian Parliament may deliver a speoi-h
either in English or French, and alt
public documents are printed in both
languages.
Tho trouble first began several de¬

cades ago. when English-speaking
Catholics of Ontario complained that
their children were not being taught
in English, that French in the Catholic,
public schools had become the sole
language between teachers and chil¬
dren.
About 1SS3 an agitation was begun

in Ontario to restrict the use of French
in the schools, and after many year-
of fierce controversy, the provincial
government in 1911 held an inquir
and found the French-English schoo: .

were inefficient and irregular.
The measure known as "Regulatio;

17" was passed. This enacts that Enp
lisli must be taught in all billngu.V
schools. It must he the language* of
communication and instruction after
the first two years, unless the inspec¬
tors in specific cases deem it beat that
longer than two years for teaching in
French be allowed. After the first two
years, one hour each day must bo de¬
voted to the teaching of French.
Thus, while the regulation wont a long
way from abolishing French and. i s
fact, specifically protected it, the lan¬
guage was clearly made subordinate t .

Enirli.sh.
French-speak i UK' Quebec was en

rased by this action of its sistti
province. An agitation, with Henri
Hourassa at its head, began against the
regulation. Two hundred schools in
Ontario forfeited the provincial school
grant rather than observe the regula¬
tion, and the government inspectors
were threatened with violence.
The leaders of the movement arc

profitiner by the distraction of the war
to press their claims. Riots occurred
in this city when the inspectors at¬
tempted to carry out the new law
Women barricaded themselves inside
some of the schools, and the police
were attacked with fists, finger nails,
clubs and red pepper.
(HII.imK.V STA V AT HOME

AM) PAHADE STOEETH
Children stay home from school and

parade the streets, 4.000 or 5,000 strong,
with banners and war cries. The
parents direct and encourage tha
demonstrations.

Several sorts of court action have
been started. The most ominous side
of the situation is seen, not at Ontario,
the seat of the trouble, but in Quebec.
The legislature of Quebec ha.i

passed, by a vote of 4t> to 3, an act
to allow the municipalities of that
province to appropriate 5 per ccnt of
their taxes for a "war fund" to fight
the Ontario Legislature.
Although numerically inferior, most

>»f the wealth of Quebec is in the hand*
of the Kngiish-speaking citizens. It
is they who will have to pay the "war
fund," and they are not protesting.
Members of Parliament say the French-
Canadians of Quebec will start a revo¬
lution rather than yield.

In Ottawa the French-Canadians
have refused to pay any more taxes
until they gain their point. The ICng-
lish-speaking majority is equally firm
in insisting that "Regulation 17" be
curried out.
The agitation is led b> men of in¬

telligence. church leaders, school trus¬
tees, city Aldermen and members of
Parliament. The Speaker of tlie Cana¬
dian Semite and the former Speaker of
the Canadian Commons are in sympa¬
thy with the French movement, and
have sat silent and apparently approv¬
ing when hearing the Canadian courts
of justice abused for opposing the bi-
linguallsts.

H. Bouiay. Liberal member of I'arlia
ment for Uimouski. on the floor of
Parliament said there would be no
more, contributions to tho Canadian
patriotic fund and no mor^ enlist¬
ments from his constituency unless
French were restored to its former
place- tlitn were granted, he said,

(Continued on Third Page.)


